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Congressman Dan Lipinski (D-IL) and I joined today in a bipartisan discussion on the path
ahead in Iraq hosted by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. We were joined by military,
police and terrorism experts who have lived and worked in Iraq.

  

Nearly all agreed that it is time to wind up the mission in Iraq but in a way that does not require
our military to ever return. Partisans of both extremes would like to increase troops or to retreat
in disorder, leaving Iraq to the terrorists or Iranians. We think there is a more bipartisan,
responsible approach.

  

Congressman Lipinski and I agreed that the plan outlined by the Iraq Study Group (ISG) is the
best way to wind up the mission responsibly. The ISG was led by Republican Secretary of State
James Baker and Democratic Congressman Lee Hamilton. We have cosponsored legislation to
implement this ISG plan. Partisans on the extremes may not support a new bipartisan plan for
Iraq, but our troops will thank us.
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  Marshall Bouton of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Ambassador Robert Gelbard,Congressmen Kirk and Lipinski, Ambassador Crumpton and Col. Paul Hughes field questionsabout the future of Iraq
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